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: and suggested tartly that he would pat Con- ;; 

' gress on the back only when the fiscal year' 4 
ends with the projected surplus, intact. *4'4 V'.’ 

, “When he [Mr. Johnson] first came to the . ; i . 
Washington ■ Congress, the budget was $5 billion,” he V V- 

- c , ,, ... , ! recalled.' “Now we are operating on a ■? ■ 

; Standing guard over the public’s purse can; budget of over $200 billion. So we can see,:;;'-:© v 
. a l° f ne ! y V1 £^» as George Mahon the pace 'at which we have ' gone in' these •: . 

, , jwill attest. • ■ i figures.” " ... v, ■ " 4 . . . 

- But that doesn t deter cnc courtly Texas > Mr. '-Mahon, an' eloquent floor -spokesman 4v . 

j' (Democrat who vows to fight off ail pressures for the House “economy block,” also coun- ; *>\/ ; ’ • v V ; : 

to unbalance the nation's budget this year. , seled Congress to again “make a Herculean '4 h . 

■ \ I Indeed, the chairman* of the' House Anh- -effort” to trim the budget ; v 

^ , 121 9P 1 Co 1 11 and its powerful^ ; “Emergencies arise,”' he warned. “As -. 

defense-spending s u b c om m i tt e e has hopes James. A. Garfield once so well observed, 4 
" seeing the $2.4 billion 'surplus forecast by ‘War overturns all ordinary calculations.* h r / * 
..former President Johnson actually come, -‘History strongly cautions lus to assume/ .tf.'J? 

■ tut t • *. , * i that the budget will turn out for the worse 1 

J s0 ’ Mr. Mahon indicated recently to- rather than the better; that it . is wipe to/'' : 

Ji *®”' /it, 1 , 1 ! 1 ® ‘b he would welcome ;iust a oit hedge against the uncertainties, : the ? slip- : r ' • 
more public gratitude for those • on his. 50-. pages, the failures.” X v: :.i.\ , ■>. 

I luemoer panel. who labor to' hold back fed-: > y ., V 

;eral spending. ' ; Task dchcrilied ' d;.-//-- V/Vf /fT 

"The average office, seeker,” he . la--. That day in mid-January Mr. 'Mahon set/ 



Mvo.'h.'Hii/. . 1 , • v - - ne saia, "are cnarac-,;.;. 

■whkh t i 1'. ^ , b , n< ? nt ’ £ ew worlo; teristically-and understandably-optimistic / 

■ Which he is going tp.help bring about.”; -..' iin loneancl outlook. . - • • 

.. Nor does the' conservative Texas find the “A budget is a plan, a projection, a set of ■ 

. free-spending mood confined; to those in; recommendations. It is not self-executing.?!.-' 
^public life. ■ . v '- 1 ! Uncertainties abound. It depends on legisla-: ! 

" •■■ ■ ' : *’ '• • * t , ive actio11 or inaction,, on performance -tof"!' 

, uoais asstssea •- the economy, on the state of world affairs,.-: tj 

:. “The housewives don’t lie awake at night fln ,f, P ? n ° n ' • ■ • 

•? worrying about how to save money," he rhe budget outlook is therefore tentative. 
i complains. “They lie awake figuring ’ways : For man - v reasons it very often winds up' 

' and means of buying color televisions, a mar ^ 0il both sides of the ledger. 


•ana means oi Duying color televisions, a .Ai, ™ mam un oom siaes oi me leager., ■ , 

"second or third car, carpeting for the floor Tie rcalizall °ns often do npt' match the?] ’ 

.maybe a new house." • ’-expectations....” ^ -. s . . ;,</•$ -■? ? 

' T Sven those supposeclly.'frugal bankers and. 'Measures traded ' • ? 

? merchants are joining the - tax-and-spend ! * -utu • - % 

/‘set. •' *. •*' ‘ .. ' ’• (? One day last week Mr. Mahon marched.!' 4. f, 

“The chambers of commerce talk about- 1 i into bis office, removed his stetson, and j/;i • 
economy,” Mr. Mahon observers “but their , . unchcd into a discourse on how he and-i-'v 
.testimonial dinners are reserved for the. v‘ S commiUc< : colleagues intend to hold the h'/.'. 

. people who help to get projects and spend' h S 'i \ v <■ ^ ^ 

money. They’re not particularly- moderate 1 • , had taken, extreme measures J,..; ‘ 

••about spending money. They just sav so ! m to curb in ^ ati °n. It passed the Rev-. 

• “The trend is for enmviin n- ^ n ^ n ' , enues and Expenditures Control Act in turn G ; 

■ £,m" t "” S “ t ' 11 ' ,Ule '*»| “TiUro ii no doubt but that tho act made d ' 

tide. C m • to buck the ; move. It may be that this procedure is here/.; 

After the Johnson budget for 19G9-70 I ^ s a ^v - ■•.4, ' ! 

leached Congress, Mr. Bow recalled the tril- Division gu^gcblcd ' ; H 
} lion dollars spent during., the Johnson, years i.' Th ^ 1 or .-. , 4 . ' ‘ ‘ ■ v !? 

J -. I he 19Gb law required a cutback in ap- . 

• . * •- ; propria tions. and new spending authority of ‘ 

'.■ -•■■ ■ ” ‘ billion. . Congress went even further, . 
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: a severe whittling down of the federal pay- 
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Mr. Mahon calls the forced savings “an ; 
awkward approach.” Yet he says many f • . '■ 
House members want to explore its. further i . 
use. . . . - • .. . . . - . 

“I would like to see Congress appropri- * >. 
ate the funds it feels should be spent and 
lcave the management of the programs and. 1 
. funds up to the executive branch,” he main- : •. . 
tains. “That’s been my philosophy all, 
through the years.” i. ^ . 

1 Yet carry-over of unused funds from • 
long-range programs like ship, weapon, and . 
aircraft production “leaves something to ^ 
be desired,” the chairman says. The big ^ 
backlog of unused monies from one fiscal. 

>year to the next gives the administration- ; - 
■-wide flexibility. But Congress feels that the;-;. 

' “power of the purse” is being usurped. Thus. , , - . - . ,• 
the receptivity to new .• “control devices. . > 

l The House could also benefit, Mr. Mahon .. . A.,' - 

'believes, by adopting, some of the budget- ... 

■ing ideas, suggested recently by former Sec-, v ■ .... . 
'.rotary of the Treasury Joseph W. Ban, aj . . ■ 

'.former congressman. • V ; ; 

Forecast proposed '. \ ■ '■ I ': ; '" ’ 

■ Mr. Barr urges .Congress to debate and; •. ' . v 

enact a resolution by March 1 each year ; . • , 

setting forth its own forecasts of economic; \ 
factors and the probability of a deficit or, 

surplus. Then, by April 1, both Houses would. . , , , 
vote on a. budget with total spending, lend-, 

> ing, and revenue targets. ' - . 

■ • “There is much merit in trying to induce ... . .. 
Congress to zero in on the whole picture, j 

■x ' Mr. Mahon admits. "There is a tendency; 

| to look at programs and say: ( Well, this is . 

• a thing. that needs to be done. > ... 

.*• “We continue to look at these programs as , 
pieces rather than at the budget as a whole. 

.' We should consider whether or not we ic 
...willing to raise the revenue for these' ser* l 
vices. • , 

; If we’re willing to, then we should approve-. • ■ , 

' it" he says. “If wo don’t think enough ,of: v . 

• ..the program — and I’m speaking generally-—^ a .. 

• ...we should .suspend .or. postpone it.,.,, 
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